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-- Action packed stories of mystery and adventure interwoven with puzzles to solve-- Great fun for

kids to read and decipher
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i love it

The Usborne Puzzle Adventures are a series of brightly illustrated mystery stories for primary school

readers that are unique because of the reader interaction required in the reading of them. On every

page a question is asked of the reader to solve, whether it be the decoding of a secret message, the

piecing together of a puzzle, or the finding of an object hidden somewhere in the illustrations. This

book (and all of the others in this series) promotes problem-solving and lateral thinking, and as a ten

year old there were few things I liked more than curling up with a pen and paper in order to solve the

puzzles therein, whether they were set in a spooky manor house, far-flung regions of the earth, or

the distant past or future.In this installment, young Annie wins a competition that allows her to travel

to Egypt to see the priceless Lost Idol of the Moon God, recently excavated by Professor Potts and

his young assistant Eric. On board a cruise ship that travels down the Nile to the site of the Moon

Temple, Annie finds herself surrounded by strange characters. But it's when they get to the

underground tomb that the unthinkable happens: after a brief blackout, the idol goes missing! Now

it's up to Annie to figure out who is behind the theft.Though "The Curse of the Lost Idol" is not my

favourite in this series (mine would have to beÃ‚Â The Vanishing VillageÃ‚Â andÃ‚Â Journey to the



Lost Temple), it's still a fun read nonetheless. Gaby Waters creates some continuity with other

books by utilizing the Doppel Gang, a criminal organization whose members pop up everywhere,

and includes a couple of clever twists as to who is responsible for the theft and why. As always,

there are hints and solutions at the back of the book - but it's more fun and rewarding to figure it all

out yourself.Graham Round provides the illustrations, and though I'm not a big fan of the over-sized

hand and knobbly knees of his human characters, he does a great job of capturing the heat and

scope of Egypt.I would recommend any of the books in this series for those who have to be coaxed

into a love of books - the simple yet evocative mysteries, the great cartoonish illustrations and the

interactive nature of the puzzles make these a great treat. It's rather like a book-version of

aÃ‚Â Scooby-DooÃ‚Â mystery, and parents can easily work through the puzzles with their kids,

making it a great reading experience for all.
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